Large Anuimal Refuge / Evacuation Sites
There are rural areas and small ranches in the SW Riverside County’s
sphere of influence; known as the Wildland Urban Interface, that are
home to horses, alpacas, llamas, ostriches, emus and other farm
animals that may be at risk from a wildfire. Oftentimes these remote
areas have limited egress and ingress; challenging at the best of
times to evacuate large animals. Riverside County has a Large Animal
rescue program, but it's a big county. To address this issue, the Fire
Safe Council, in partnership with several property owners’ associa-
tions and community service districts have designated certain privately
owned properties as “Large Animal Refuge / Evacuation Sites”. The
C Q N C L idea is to establish these sites at the four corners of larger communi-
ties, or at the opposite ends of smaller areas. The requirements for
these refuge sites are that they be mostly level, fenced and gated, with access to potable water, and
offer easy access for larger trucks with trailers and allow room to park these rigs for a few days if
necessary. Hold harmless agreements have been reached with the private property owners who may
or may not be available to lend aid during the emergency. The animal owners assume responsibility.
In the Rancho Capistrano community off the Ortega Highway, the property owners have established
two of these sites at opposite ends of their community. On the Santa Rosa Plateau there have been
two of four planned evacuation / refuge sites established. The Fire Safe Council, using grant funds
from Cal Fire and the California Climate Investment Fund has furnished equipment and supplies for
these sites. The supplies consist of such items as first aid and medical necessities for both people
and animals; bandages, salves, breathing aids, antibiotics, masks, etc. The equipment housed at the
sites include such items as sturdy temporary fencing, hoses, water troughs and buckets, halters and
lead lines, etc. Fortunately these sites have not been needed yet, and the hope is that they may
never be used; but better to be prepared and not need these refuge sites, than need the sites and
not be prepared!!




